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The Current Situation





   East Timor is now experiencing one of the worst periods of terror and the killing of unarmed civilians since the Indonesian invasion of December 1975. Murders and mutilations have become an almost daily event and thousands of people have been terrorised into fleeing from their villages in search of sanctuary elsewhere in this small country (about the size of Wales). 


   The forces who are conducting this reign of terror are Timorese paramilitaries who have been armed and bribed or coerced into action by factions within the Indonesian army who are opposed to East Timor gaining its Independence. They have stepped up their activities since Indonesian President Habibie announced on January 27th that if the ‘autonomy’ proposal to be offered to the Timorese later this year was rejected by them the government in Jakarta would revoke its 1976 ‘Act of Integration’. In that event East Timor would return to its former status as a ‘non self-governing territory’. Transition to political independence could then follow with UN help. 


   The paramilitaries have behaved brutally: women, children and youths have been executed in a frenzy of aggression, with many more people threatened with death, or forcibly recruited, and houses set ablaze, in an effort to intimidate villagers into abandoning their support for independence. Churches in several of the principal connurbations have been inundated with these internal refugees, and there have been attacks on clergy and catechists.





Bishop Belo calls for World Action





Speaking from the capital Dili on Palm Sunday March 28 Bishop Belo spoke of new killings and the plight of more than one thousand people currently taking refuge in the church in the south coast town of Suai, with no food or medicine. In recent days, he said, priests and male parishioners have been threatened with guns, in some areas only women and children are able to attend church. ‘It is especially necessary for an international police force to come to East Timor’ he urged. Numerous church sources agree with him that the conditions for a fair process of consultation on the Indonesian autonomy proposal  do not exist at present. Together with secular East Timorese leaders they have called for complete disarmament and disbanding of these militias and the stationing of international monitors in East Timor before any legitimate ‘ballot’ could be held. 





Xanana Gusmao demands UN Peace-Keeping force





Deeply concerned at the rapidly deteriorating situation East Timor’s Resistance leader Xanana Gusmao, under house arrest in Jakarta, has recently stated (March 24th) that UN monitors, or even a UN Police Force, will no longer be sufficient to ensure an orderly and credible process of consultation. He will be demanding the sending of a UN Peace-Keeping Force unless the situation radically improves as only armed blue-helmets would be able to cope with the heavily-armed and aggressive paramilitaries.





Indonesian General Election compounds the problem





   Since Indonesia formally annexed East Timor on July 17th 1976 the local people have been under intense pressure to participate in the elections of the national government. Their participation in this process has been used as a means to further ‘legitimate’ the incorporation of  East Timor into the Indonesian Republic in the eyes of the outside world.


    This kind of participation is unacceptable under international law - because it was coerced, and because  East Timor’s ‘integration’ into Indonesia has never been recognised by the United Nations. 


   Currently Indonesia is gearing up for the election in June of a new national government. It seems that there is every intention to conduct this process again in East Timor. Besides being unlawful such an action would be highly detrimental to the impending ballot on the autonomy proposal to be conducted soon afterwards with UN assistance. At the very least it would cause confusion among the ‘electorate’, and would in all likelihood lead to a further escalation of tensions in East Timor, already very high. If an East Timorese component is to be sought in the Indonesian national election process this should not be until after the autonomy issue has been resolved in favour of continuing with the status quo - an outcome which most independent observers regard as highly unlikely.


	Meanwhile, the reign of terror being waged by the paramilitaries, supported by factions of the Indonesian Armed Forces spearheaded by military Intelligence and their special counter-insurgency units SGI, has effectively made some regions of East Timor, especially those close to the border with (Indonesian) West Timor, virtual no-go areas for students and others planning to explain the UN ballot and the meaning of the options on which a vote will be taken to the local people.


   The objectives of this strategy are clear: to terrorise the people into supporting autonomy at the forthcoming UN consultation process and to instigate armed conflict in East Timor so as to create a situation of civil war. If allowed to continue the paramilitaries could sabotage the UN ballot altogether. 





UN response disturbing





Interviewed on Australian TV in early March Secretary General Kofi Annan said that it was ‘not realistic’ to expect that the Indonesian army in East Timor, or any militia groups, could be disarmed before the ballot. He also said that the UN was not planning to ask Indonesia to withdraw its soldiers from East Timor before the consultation process but would insist only that they provide security ahead of the ballot ‘in a fair way’. 





Kosovo crisis claiming attention





   With the crisis in Kosovo currently occupying the attention of Western governments and media, and greatly concerning all the peoples of Europe, the NATO Alliance, and the UN itself, it is more than usually difficult to heighten concern over a satisfactory resolution of the East Timor issue. Nonetheless, it is crucial that every effort is now made on behalf of the long suffering Timorese whose protracted agony could at last be eased and even brought to an end altogether.





Draft Letters





Letters should urgently be written to members of our Government and Opposition, to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, and to local, regional and national media, focusing on the following matters:





1.  The current reign 


of terror in East Timor being waged by the Timorese paramilitary forces backed by the Indonesian Army. 





a.  The paramilitaries should be immediately disarmed and disbanded to protect East Timorese lives and restore order to the territory.


b.  Western governments should call upon the UN Secretary General to insist upon this disarming and disbandment of paramilitaries - and the withdrawal of Indonesian troops from East Timor - placing the security of the country in the hands of a UN Peace-Keeping Force as requested by Xanana Gusmao.





2.  The Indonesian national elections





a.  These should not be held in East Timor because they are (and always have been) unlawful.


b.   To conduct these elections in East Timor will cause confusion among the people and further exacerbate tensions thus affecting the credibility of the UN ballot on the autonomy issue.





Draft Letter to For.Sec.Robin Cook, Derek Fatchett MP (Minister of State, FCO), local MP, Euro MP, and others:





I am gravely concerned at the situation which has developed in East Timor in recent weeks. A reign of terror is being perpetrated against the civilian population by paramilitary forces supplied with arms and funds by factions within the Indonesian Armed Forces. This disruptive activity will prevent a credible process of consultation among the East Timorese to discern their response in respect of the offer of autonomy soon to be made to them by the Government of Indonesia under the auspices of the United Nations. 


   Furthermore, it seems that the Indonesian authorities are intent upon soon conducting within the territory of East Timor the process of election for a new national government. As the incorporation of East Timor into the Indonesian Republic has never been recognised by the United Nations such a process is unlawful.  It will also cause confusion among the local people and increase tensions which are already high. 





   I ask that HMG does all it can to impress upon the UN Secretary General the need for Indonesia to disarm and disband the para-militaries immediately; to make arrangements for the presence of an armed UN Peace-Keeping force in the territory as soon as possible; and to prevail upon Indonesia to continue its pledged withdrawal of  government troops. 





   I ask also that, in view of the positive relations between our two nations, HMG brings its own pressure to bear upon the Indonesian authorities to the same ends: paramilitary disbandment and military withdrawal; and the cancellation of national elections in the territory East Timor.


Yours sincerely,


Draft Letter to Media outlets:





Dear Sir,





The crisis in Kosovo is rightly a cause of great concern to many at the present time.


Nonetheless I hope that these tragic circumstances will not so pre-occupy our attention that we forget the decades-long suffering of the people of East Timor, invaded by Indonesia in 1975 and enduring a brutal and exploitative occupation ever since.


On January 25th  this year Indonesian President Habibie promised an option of ‘local autonomy’ to the East Timorese. Should they chose to reject that offer in a ballot which is to be 


organised with the assistance of the United Nations, Habibie has intimated that Indonesia will revoke its Act of Integration and the territory of East Timor will return to its former political status,  its people once again having the possibility of transition to an independent nationhood.


   However, it would seem that there are factions within the Indonesian military who are opposed to such an outcome and have armed, funded, and ‘persuaded’ some Timorese militias to prevent any rejection of ‘autonomy within Indonesia’ by their fellow countrymen. 


   These militias are now conducting a campaign of terror: murdering and mutilating innocent civilians, burning houses, and in many other ways intimidating the local people who have become (again) refugees in their own land - and with no escape route.


   May I appeal, through your columns, for renewed concern on behalf of the long-suffering East Timorese, and invite others to call upon HMG to urge the Indonesian authorities to ensure a fair and credible ballot on the autonomy offer to be conducted in East Timor. This can only take place if the UN, under whose auspices this consultative process is to be conducted, insists upon the disarming and disbanding of the paramilitaries; the withdrawal of Indonesian Armed Forces from the territory; and the placing of an international Peace-Keeping Force to maintain proper order.


   Failing such measures there will be more intimidation and murder of innocent East Timorese civilians, a ballot lacking all credibility, and the continuation of Indonesian oppression and exploitation.


Yours sincerely,





Public Action





The Diocese of Leeds Justice and Peace Commission 





The Commission 


has indicated its intention to continue its concern with the East Timor issue. 


Local J&P groups are to be invited to an ‘update’ meeting, hopefully with an East Timorese refugee present to enlarge upon conditions in his homeland, and with a view to determining concerted action for East Timorese welfare.





For further information contact: Shelagh Fawcett, J&P Co-ordinator, 31 Moor Road, Headingley, Leeds LS6 4BG. Tel/Fax.0113 278 9130.


British Coalition for East Timor 





BCET will soon be organising a ‘strategy day’ to co-ordinate action in support of East Timor.





For developing plans as to venue, etc. contact Darren Townsend at BCET 0171 4975355; or 0171 6228548;


email > dmt10@hotmail.





Campaign Against the Arms Trade





A series of actions are being organised:


A Stop the Arms Trade


Week (June 12-20th  1999). A Promotion Tour takes place April 13-21 and there will be meetings in Leeds (Thurs 15th) and Lancaster (Mon 19th).


2.  Shareholder Action at the British Aerospace AGM on April 28th (QEII Conference Centre, London) includes: 


Questions to the Board (inside the Meeting); and Protest and Vigil (outside the meeting) including speakers, entertainment and street theatre.


   As Arms Exports to Indonesia have continued unabated under the Labour Government despite its claimed ‘ethical foreign policy’ such campaigning is important. 34 Licences for arms exports to Indonesia were granted from May-Dec 1977, actual deliveries that year included 23 armoured combat vehicles and 4 Hawk aircraft valued at £112.49million. 92 licences had been granted by the end of 1998. Only 7 licences have been refused. The message such transactions give to the Government of Indonesia is hardly critical of its gross abuses of human rights, especially in East Timor.


For further information contact Sam Perlo-Freeman at CAAT, 11 Goodwin Street, London N4 3HQ. Tel 0171 281 0297; Fax - 4369; email: enquiries@


caat.demon.co.uk;


Web site:


http://www.gn.apc.org/caat








Project Progress





   Included in the welfare work undertaken with funds provided by our own network of supporters recently is: 


   Care for the pregnant wife and several children of a Timorese refugee holed up in a place of temporary sanctuary.


   The expenses of medical attention for an East Timorese youth in Jakarta, tortured by agents of  Indonesian Armed Forces Intelligence Service.


   Much of the donations went to anti-TB capsules and injections and anti-biotics in East Timor, and for milk and cereals for babies and children of the (internal) refugees displaced by the current terrorism. 


   Telephone and transport costs of the organisers also have to be met, and these have recently increased due to the unsettled situation.





Comments and  Information





Your comments and suggestions on this bulletin are welcome, as is further information which should be submitted to:


The Editor,


East Timor Update,


40 Park Lane,


Rothwell, Leeds LS26 0ES.


West Yorkshire.
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